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and under Julian their churches we restored to them and their bishops recalled. Valentinian and Gratian passed a number of violent decrees, confiscating their churches, etc.; but none of these were enforced very rigorously until 398, the date when we find Augustine facing the schism. In 395 Theodosius, the able and zealous ruler of the East, passed a severe law against all heretics who exercised priestly functions. He died in the same year, and Gildo, an African prince, usurped authority over the whole of that diocese. Gildo was very friendly with an active Donatist bishop, Optatus of Thamugade, and during his brief authority the Donatists spread over the provinces with the wildest licence. They had by this time associated with their cause a vast and remarkable army who went by the name of the Circumcellions.1 It seems hardly just to compare this army with the Covenanters, or any other historical body, as is done sometimes. In addition to the genuine religious fanatics who flourished their ' Israelites' (heavy clubs) over the heads of the Cascilianists, there were undoubtedly thousands whose only attraction lay in pillage and violence. Fugitive
1 Because, says Augustine, they used to wander from hut to hut (circiim cellas) of the peasantry, begging or exacting food and shelter.                                                                               •ver cups and a quantity of vinegar from the pagan temple.'.
